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SUMMARY

The Colington Creek and Cut Mitigation Sites are located in Dare County. Originally
planted in 1995, both sites were designed as mitigation for marsh wetland impacts
associated with bridge project B-2024. The Colington Creek site, having been deemed
a success, was closed in 1999. Monitoring of the Colington Cut site is presented in this
report.

After five years of monitoring, the Colington Cut site shows by visual observation an
aerial coverage of 95% with 90% survival rate, exceeding the minimum 50% area
coverage and 50% survival rate. Treatment of the phragmites on the ends of the site
has worked exceptionally well.

NCDOT recommends discontinuing monitoring of the site.



1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Project Description

The Colington Cut and Creek Mitigation sites are located at Bridges No. 5 and 6 along
SR 1217 in Dare County (Figure 1). The sites consist of approximately 1.27 acres of
mitigation for marsh wetland impacts associated with project B-2024.

1.2 Purpose

In order for a mitigation site to be considered successful, a site must meet success
criteria in both hydrology and vegetation. This report details the vegetation monitoring
in 2000 at the Colington Cut Mitigation Site. The Colington Creek site was previously
closed out on October 15, 1999, having met vegetation success. Hydrologic monitoring
was not required for either site.

1.3 Project History

July 1995 Site planted

August 1995 Vegetation Monitoring (1 mo.)

October 1996 Vegetation Monitoring (1 yr.)

September 1997 Vegetation Monitoring (2 yr.)

August 1998 Vegetation Monitoring (3 yr.)

June 1999 Site treated for Phragmites

October 1999 Vegetation Monitoring (4 yr.)

October 2000 Site treated for Phragmites

October 2000 Vegetation Monitoring (5 yr.)





2.0 VEGETATION: COLINGTON CUT MITIGATION SITE

2.1 Success Criteria

Success Criteria states that there must be a 50% survival rate of planted species and
50% aerial coverage for at least three consecutive years.

2.2 Description of Species

The following marsh grass species were planted in the Wetland Restoration Area:

Brackish Marsh on-site (creating approx. 0.50 acres)

Brackish Marsh off-site (creating approx. 0.63 acres)

Brackish Marsh off-site (restoring approx. 0.14 acres)

2.3 Results of Vegetation Monitoring

Site Notes: Site was planted with Juncus roemerianus in July 1995. The offsite marsh
areas were accepted. The on site area at Colington Cut was treated for phragmites
October 2000. Other species noted on both sides include: smartweed, panicium,
golden rod, phragmities, sesbane and aster. East side notes: part of the area has been
mowed. Both sides have approximately 95% vegetative coverage.

2.4 Conclusions
There were approximately 1.27 acres of marsh planted both on site and off site. There
were no plots established on either site. By visual observation the Colington Cut Site
had an aerial coverage of 95% with 90% survival rate, exceeding the minimum 50%
area coverage and 50% survival rate. NCDOT recommends discontinuing monitoring of
the site.
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